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On June 22 in Miami, one of the five members of the contra political directorate, Pedro Joaquin
Chamorro, announced that he will revive and spearhead the movement to oust military commander
Enrique Bermudez. Chamorro said he had agreed to represent a group of contra officers and
civilians who continue to demand the replacement of Bermudez. The challenge to Bermudez
became public in April when six top contra commanders criticized his conduct of the war and
charged he had become wealthy via kickbacks from the purchase of military supplies. Last month,
Bermudez received gestures of support from two of the five members of the Nicaraguan Resistance
directorate, and from the US State Department and CIA. Supporting Bermudez were Alfredo Cesar
and Aristides Sanchez. Chamorro, Adolfo Calero and Azucena Ferrey sided with his opponents.
At a morning news conference, Chamorro said he would press the dissidents' demand to replace
Bermudez at a meeting of the directorate on June 27-28. He said the issue of the resumption of
talks with the Nicaraguan government would also be discussed at the meeting. Bermudez has been
quoted as saying he does not favor the resumption of the talks until the contras receive more US
military aid. One member of Chamorro's faction is Jaime Morales Carazo, who served for six months
as the head of the contra delegation in talks with the Nicaraguan government before the Sapoa
meetings in late March. This month Morales published a 40-page pamphlet in which he charged
that director Aristides Sanchez overslept one March morning and failed to deliver a list of 100 contra
prisoners the Sandinistas had agreed at Sapoa to free on Palm Sunday. The Nicaraguan government
released 100 political prisoners of their own choosing. In the pamphlet, Morales said: "The few times
Sanchez spoke at Sapoa he came up with infantile, idiotic lies." (Basic data from New York Times,
06/23/88; Washington Post, 06/26/88)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

